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Catholic diocese in KC agrees to pay $10 million to 47 plaintiffs

By MARK MORRIS
The Kansas City Star 

More than 40 plaintiffs alleging they were abused by Roman Catholic clerics have reached a tentative settlement with the Kansas City diocese for about $10 million.

Lawyers close to the case confirmed the settlement tonight after all 47 plaintiffs agreed to the resolution, which also requires the diocese to take new steps to prevent molestation by priests.

Talks to settle some of the cases have been going on for months, but negotiations to dispose all of the allegations began in earnest last week, according to lawyers representing the plaintiffs.

Once the settlement is final, the plaintiffs will meet with an arbitrator, who will apportion the proceeds among them.

The priests and clerics accused in the lawsuits were retired Wyoming Bishop Joseph Hart, John Tulipana, Thomas J. Ward, Earl Johnson, Stephen Wise, Francis E. McGlynn, Hugh F. Monahan, John C. Baskett, Thomas J. O’Brien, Thomas J. Reardon, James Lawbaugh and Sylvester Hoppe.

The lawsuits claimed negligent supervision by the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, which previously had settled several individual cases, with payments ranging from $10,000 to $225,000.

And in 2004, the diocese acknowledged spending $855,826 during the previous 56 years in settlement, legal fees and counseling expenses to resolve such cases. That money came from insurance reserves.

Nationally, the largest church sex-abuse settlement was announced in July 2007, when the Archdiocese of Los Angeles paid $660 million to resolve claims with more than 500 victims.

Other notable settlements in recent years, according to press reports, include:

• $100 million for 90 abuse claims in 2004 by the Diocese of Orange in California.

• $84 million for more than 350 people in 2006 by the Diocese of Covington, Ky.

• $84 million for 552 claims in 2003 by the Archdiocese of Boston.

• $56 million for 56 people in 2005 by the Diocese of Oakland.

• $5.5 million for 18 claims in 2008 by the Archdiocese of Denver.

In addition, press reports have noted that the Archdiocese of Seattle has spent at least $26 million to settle accusations brought by more than 200 victims since 1987.

Staff writer Judy Thomas contributed to this report. To contact Mark Morris, downtown courts reporter, call 816-234-4310 or e-mail mmorris@kcstar.com.
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