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Jackson County Circuit Court: Priest settles for $225,000 in alleged
Charles Emerick

A man who accused a priest of sexually abusing him more than three decades ago at an Independence church agreed to a settlement that will pay him $227,000.

The deal, reached late Tuesday, laid out that the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph will pay Francis Scheuring $225,000 in damages and court costs, according to a release from plaintiff's attorney Rebecca Randles.

He also will receive $2,000 from Rev. Francis McGlynn, whom Scheuring accused of repeatedly molesting him at St. Mary's in Independence in 1972 and 1973, when Scheuring was 11 and 12 years old. Scheuring was a parishioner at the church.

The case was scheduled to go to trial on Monday before Jackson County Circuit Judge John O'Malley.

On Friday, O'Malley overruled a defense motion for summary judgment on many of the counts in Scheuring's petition.

The defense argued that the statute of limitations had expired when Scheuring filed his lawsuit in October 2003, more than 30 years after the last alleged act of abuse.

Jonathan Haden, a Lathrop & Gage attorney representing the diocese, used a Missouri Supreme Court decision in Michael Powel v. Chaminade College Preparatory in 2006 to argue that the statute of limitations began running when Scheuring turned 21 in 1981. Scheuring's time ran out to file the lawsuit in 1986, Haden said.

He added that many of the witnesses are now dead and memories of what occurred more than 30 years ago are unreliable.

Jim Wyrsch, who represented McGlynn, included that Scheuring decided to sue in 2002 after reading a newspaper article about settlements in a Boston court, where plaintiffs received large awards for similar claims of sex abuse by priests.

Randles, of Randles, Mata & Brown, said her client thought it was an act of "God's love" and that it was his secret way to get to God.

It wasn't until 2002, she said, that Scheuring fully understood what had happened to him.

Before rejecting the defense's motion and saying a jury should hear the case, O'Malley said the defense made a strong case for the motion.

McGlynn, who is now retired, faces at least one other sex abuse lawsuit in Jackson County.

Randles, who handles many local cases involving molestation by clergy members, also represents the plaintiff in that case. She is assisted by Patrick Noaker, a St. Paul, Minn., lawyer who specializes in child abuse cases.
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